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Appendix to section 3.3. 

Detailed description of the strategic project No.3 “Development of a 

Societal (Integrated) Security System of the Caspian Macroregion (Greater 

Caspian Region)” 

The purpose of the project is to preserve the integrated (societal) security of 

the Caspian region taking into account the state, national, military, cultural, 

confessional, social, geopolitical, economic, environmental and other areas of 

security, according to the Edict of the President of the Russian Federation under the 

No 400 dated 02.07.2021 “On national security strategy of the Russian Federation”. 

Today the Caspian macroregion is the place where meet the interests of 

several blocks of countries at once (North, South, East and West). This is associated 

with a whole complex of its features: 

 it has large oil and gas reserves in the Caspian Sea; 

 it is the general communication juncture of the central part of Eurasia 

where the borders of the Greater Middle East, the South Caucasus, Central Asia and 

southern Russia meet and connect the basins of the Caspian and Azov Seas along 

the line of the Volga-Don hydroelectric complexes; 

 The Caspian Sea is a natural object with a unique ecosystem and a 

variety of biological resources. 

From the perspective of European security, the Caspian Sea is a part of the so-

called "arc of vulnerability" which is a conflict zone covering the Mediterranean 

region, the Black Sea region, the North Caucasus region, the South Caucasus region, 

Central Asia where meet the geopolitical interests of not only Russia, but also other 

countries. Our country is gradually being forced out of this region. 

A new important stage in the development of the Caspian macroregion is the 

Convention on the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea signed on August 12, 2018 in 

Aktau at the Fifth Caspian Summit which opens up new opportunities for 

comprehensive interaction and large-scale cooperation and partnership between the 

five states in such areas as economic, trade, transport cooperation, conservation of 
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biological resources, environmental protection, integrated security, humanitarian 

and socio-cultural. 

For all countries of the region, the Caspian Sea region is important not only 

from the point of view of its reach resources, but also as an area for sustainable 

socio-economic development and building up a unified economic, political and 

cultural system. 

At the moment a new Caspian Scientific Center has been created in 

Azerbaijan. This was stated by the president of the National Academy of Sciences 

of Azerbaijan (ANAS) Akif Alizadeh. He claims that this center will be equipped 

with modern equipment for conducting scientific research of the Caspian Sea. 

On August 9, 2019, President of Turkmenistan Berdimuhamedov Gurbanguly 

signed an edict that decided to create the Institute of the Caspian Sea. Control over 

the activities of the Caspian Sea Institute is entrusted to the Deputy Chairman of the 

Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan, Minister of Foreign Affairs Meredov Rashid. 

In addition, Berdimuhamedov Gurbanguly suggested to the neighboring countries to 

create an innovative city “Caspiy” as “a really important platform for technological 

and innovative start. To this reasons, we propose to create an international 

innovation and technology center”. Kazakhstan has opened its Caspian ports of 

Aktau and Kuryk to the United States. 

Iran is trying to take a leading position in the integration and concentration of 

science and education in the Caspian Region. 

In order to strengthen Russia's position and achieve its strategic goals, it is 

necessary to quickly create an integration structure that oversees scientific, 

technological and educational processes, including the export of Russian education 

to the Caspian countries and the coordination of international projects related to 

various aspects of the region (social, economic, environmental, integrated security).  

This requires the consolidation of the efforts of the scientific and educational 

elite of the Russian Caspian regions on the basis of the center for strategic analysis 

and mathematical forecasting in the Greater Caspian Region to solve both the joint 

study of the problem areas of the region and the preservation of societal (integrated 
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security) with the involvement of leading Russian and foreign scientists in the 

relevant fields of research. 

The current geopolitical situation in the world is characterized by a complex 

of acute contradictions bringing to downturns, tensions in interstate relations and 

internal political instability of civil society. 

The complex security of the Caspian macroregion is associated with social 

processes (migration, transgression of identity culture, transnational confessional 

flows, etc.), the geopolitical situation in the region, the general international political 

situation, common and different national interests of the Caspian and other states, 

military and local conflicts. Detection of the indicators of stability or destabilization 

of the security system is important for understanding ways to preserve the societal 

security of the region.  

In this context, societal (integrated) security (the term that, next to T. Parsons 

was proposed by representatives of the Copenhagen School of Security) is defined 

as a complex security system that takes into account a certain space as a single socio-

geographical whole in the interrelation of its socio-cultural, economic, informational 

and environmental components. 

Traditionally, the societal approach has been applied to the analysis of security 

problems in the European space: the Baltic States, Spain. There is also experience 

of applying it to African society and some Asian countries. 

The Caspian macroregion can also be interesting for analysis as a strategically 

important Eurasian geopolitical and economic juncture in which it turned after the 

collapse of the USSR. However, the specifics of the region require a creative 

application of this approach to its research taking into account both theoretical 

criticisms and the specifics of the space itself.  

The result of the project in this direction will be the development of a social 

security system that takes into account the interrelation and mutual influence of a 

whole complex of factors that affect the preservation and further development of the 

current situation of the Caspian macroregion on the basis of large-scale 

comprehensive scientific research. This system will be aimed at identifying risk and 



4  

stable zones of possible problem situations as well as developing a new metacultural 

Caspian collective identity of the states that share the waters and subsoil of the 

Caspian Sea. Previously, this aspect was compensated by the existence of Soviet 

identity and mainly national interests.  

The Astrakhan region is a multi-ethnic and multi-confessional region, the only 

one in the Russian Caspian region with a fairly high, but regularly decreasing 

percentage of the Christian population of 40%. In the region there is a constant 

outflow of the indigenous population. In 2020 the outflow amounted to 1,813 people 

(according to the Federal State Statistics Service) and the permanent movement of 

migration flows of educational and labor orientation, in 2021 there was registered 

3,540 people mainly from the countries of the Caspian basin and the Central Asian 

region (according to the Administration of the Governor of the Astrakhan Region). 

Labor migrants are present in almost all municipalities in the Astrakhan region.  

The ethno-confessional situation led to the creation of the State Program “All-

Russian civil Identity and ethno-cultural development of the peoples of Russia on 

the territory of the Astrakhan Region” (approved by the Edict of the Government of 

the Astrakhan region under the No 568-П of 20.11.2015). 

The Astrakhan region is a territory with a constantly increasing level of 

offenses. In 2020 it increased by 5.1% compared to the previous year. In 2020 it was 

registered 23 crimes related to the terrorist activities (according to the portal of legal 

statistics of the Prosecutor General's Office). The number of extremist crimes is also 

growing: in 2019, 2 crimes registered, in 2020 - 15 crimes registered (according to 

the Portal of Legal Statistics of the Prosecutor General's Office). Thus, the region is 

a zone of increased probability of risks and threats of ethno-confessional conflicts. 

Their prevention is the priority direction No 1 “Security and countering terrorism” 

(Priority directions for the development of science, technology and Technology in 

the Russian Federation approved by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 

Federation) established by the Edict of the President of the Russian Federation under 

the No 899 of July 7, 2011). 
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The conflictogenicity of a certain territory is also affected by a number of 

political factors (the level of protest moods in society), economic (the presence or 

absence of jobs, infrastructure, wages and prices), social (opportunities for 

professional growth, human capital), environmental (the state of the region's 

ecosystems), the study of which is within the priority of the Strategy of science and 

technology development of the Russian Federation “Countering man-made, 

biogenic, socio-cultural threats, terrorism and ideological extremism, as well as 

cyber threats and other sources of danger to society, the economy and the state”.  

The sustainable development of the Astrakhan region, as part of the territory 

of the Russian Caspian Sea region, depends on the combination of many factors. 

Various combinations of these factors can lead to both positive and negative 

development trends. Modeling of various variations of factors allows to predict the 

level of stability or instability in various fields: social, economic, ethno-

confessional, geopolitical situation in the region, the general international political 

situation, waves of migration, transgression by identity culture. 

The use of mathematical multifactor models will allow to simulate various 

scenarios for the development of the region and choose options for correcting a 

particular factor in order to prevent an aggravation of the situation and an economic 

downturn. 

The structure of the main model will consist of independent blocks 

(submodels) that characterize individual components of regional development and 

the social area. Quite specific statistical indicators and quantitative data related to a 

particular area of the region will be used as input parameters of the submodels. The 

sources are archival data, statistical reports and sociological surveys. 

The use of multifactor analysis, the apparatus of mathematical statistics 

(parametric and nonparametric) will allow to identify the dominants and establish 

correlation and more complex dependencies between the input parameters of the 

model, the variability of which makes possible to predict the vector and scenario of 

the development in the region. 
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Astrakhan State University implements researches in certain aspects of the 

project (cultural, religious, geopolitical, environmental and economic security as an 

independent industry) since 2010 by a specialized units, and the Institute for the 

study of southern Russia and the Caspian region, the Department of socio-political 

and economic studies of Eurasia and the East, and almost a majority of the faculties 

of our University.  

The scientific school of the university – “Modern geopolitical and cultural 

processes of development of the Greater Caspian Sea as the central hub of the 

Eurasian space” in the main directions is developing at the moment: 

1. The perspective of the development of the Greater Caspian Sea as the 

central hub of the Eurasian space; 

2. Ethnopolitical processes and problems of collective security of the 

countries of the Caspian region;  

3. Complex systems and factors of societal security of the Greater Caspian 

Sea;  

4. Modern political processes in the post-Soviet space of the Greater Caspian 

Sea as an elitist research paradigm; 

5. The new world economic structure of the Greater Caspian Sea in the 

geopolitical and economic space. 

For the last decade ASU has been awarded several grants to support R&D in 

these fields (RFFH, RFBR, ADSPP, FSPP, grants of the RF President, RSF, etc.), 

has published more than 20 studies, more than 200 articles in the journals 

recommended by VAK, more than 50 articles in the periodicals indexed by SCOPUS 

and Web of Science, including those of Quartile 1, has prepared and issued 

encyclopedias and dictionaries, workbooks with Educational and Methodological 

Association mark. A new bilingual e-journal “Caspium Securitatis: Caspian Security 

Journal” has been created as an online discussion platform with an international 

editorial board. The ideas to develop the Caspian region integrated security system 

have been approved at international conferences and forums (Baku, 2019, Lisbon, 
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2019, Astrakhan, 2021). It resulted in registration of databases on geopolitical 

processes and international relations of the Caspian region countries.   

Close cooperation has been established with the Scientific and Advisory 

Council (SAC) of the CIS Anti-terrorism Center, and the most important 

international forums on the Caspian issues were arranged under the CIS ATC 

authority and with the SAC participation.  

Astrakhan State University is an active member of the Association of State 

Universities of the Caspian region countries, coordinating the work of the 

Commission for Science, Research and Technology due to the XXII and further 

General Assemblies resolutions.  

The Caspian Higher School for Interpreting and Translation, a unique project 

for Russia, has been operating in ASU for 10 years and was created as a joint project 

of the university, the European Commission Directorate-General for Interpretation, 

the European Parliament Directorate-General for Interpretation and Conferences and 

supported by the United Nations, the World Intellectual Property Organization, the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, the Astrakhan region 

government and other leading Russian and foreign organizations. It enhances 

opportunities for research cooperation on the Caspian issues between various 

countries scholars.   

The interuniversity expert and analytical center “The Caspian International 

Discussion Club” has been founded under ASU with the best Russian experts’ 

involvement.  

Description of influence on the university policies with respect to the main 

directions, covered by the strategic project:  

Educational policy: 

 The project results implementation in Sciences and Humanities 

faculties educational process.  

 The students’ involvement in the project work.  

 On the basis of the data received under the integrated security issues 

research cross-cutting educational trajectories will be developed for the basic 
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security fields, beginning with intermediate vocational education, where it is 

acceptable, and ending with advanced training courses for academic staff. In the 

field of environmental security an educational line will be commenced by IVE 

program “Natural Complexes Environmental Security Specialist” (the demand for 

the profession was specified in the Astrakhan region government edict dated 

23.06.2021), followed by bachelor’s degree programs “Systemic Environmental 

Disasters Management Specialist” and “Ecosystems Restoration Architect” and such 

academic staff advanced training courses as “Environmental Security Fashion-

Expert” for environmental specialists and professors of the regional intermediate 

vocational and higher education institutions. Similar lines will be developed for 

political and geopolitical security fields, but for bachelor’s and master’s degree 

programs (Master for security, crises and emergency management), academic staff 

advanced training courses due to the region demand for public administration, 

security assurance and social development managers (7%) (the Astrakhan region 

development strategy until 2035), as well as the lines will be developed in economic 

security field by the complex of master’s degree programs (Master for economic 

security) and academic staff advanced training courses; in ethnocultural and 

confessional security fields – beginning with the bachelor’s degree program 

“Secular and Religious Culture, Spiritual and Moral Education” opened up in ASU 

in 2021, and ending with the complex of advanced training courses – “Multicultural 

and Business Communications in the Caspian Region” in cooperation with the 

universities of Daghestan, Kalmykia, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Iran and 

Turkmenistan; in socio-legal field – by development of new master’s degree 

programs (Master for legal regulation of national security, prevention of 

xenophobia, extremism and terrorism in multinational regions).    

 The students’ academic mobility support in the course of flexible 

personalized educational trajectories.  

The results: 5 new educational programs every year; the number of students 

enrolled to the university higher education programs – 100, including the cases of 

academic mobility to the partner universities;  3 network educational programs; 3 
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developed web-based online courses; 200 students who completed advanced training 

courses. 

Educational policy is connected with modernization of patriotic education 

system of the region that is aimed at development of a stable positive attitude 

towards native and regional history and culture, cultural heritage, cultural identity in 

order to reinforce the basics of patriotism and competent and tolerant 

communication in the young generation collective memory.  

Research and development policy: 

 Conducting research to identify risks and threats in the region 

economic, political, social, ethno-confessional, environmental fields with further 

development of the Astrakhan region integrated (societal) security model;  

 Working out a mathematical algorithm based on the designed model in 

order to automate separate processes of the fields problem areas analysis with a 

prognostic option;  

 Optimization and partial automation of the processes of quantitative 

statistic data collection, categorization and storage (using Big Data technology); 

 Creating a database connected with the results of the research on the 

Caspian Basin and near-Caspian territory condition and followed by obtainment of 

protection documents and license agreement; 

 Prognostic analysis on the trends of the situation development, working 

out adequate state policy in response to the current and possible challenges and 

threats; 

 Departmental implementation (government authorities, relevant 

ministries and agencies, law enforcement and public security bodies);  

 Designing special courses for Ph.D. candidates; 

 Topics for Ph.D. and Ph.D. candidates’ theses,  increase in the number 

of Ph.D. and Ph.D. candidates;  

 Creation of the thesis committees; 

 Increase in the number of publications in SCOPUS and WEB journals, 

including those of Quartiles 1 and 2.  
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The project scientometric results: the number of interdisciplinary researches 

carried out under the project – 5; the number of students involved into research and 

project work – 103;  the number of postgraduates who have passed their theses 

defense – 4; the number of research articles published in SCOPUS and Web of 

Science journals – 10, published in the journals recommended by VAK – 40; the 

number of international projects implemented within the project work, including the 

projects linked with educational sphere – 2; the number of registered IPR cases – 4. 

Innovation policy: 

Development of data analysis software system (using artificial intelligence 

technology) with a prognostic option and the following functions: 

 Data input will be carried out through the forms;  

 MySQL database will be created for quantitative statistic data 

categorization and storage;  

 The relevant territory quantitative statistic data from the database will 

be displayed when the user hovers over a certain territory on the map;  

 The algorithm of quantitative statistic data automated analysis will be 

integrated with the function to display the relevant territory analytical results when 

the user hovers over a certain territory on the map;  

  Forecasting will be carried out on the basis of the parameters given by 

the user and with the relevant territorial reference;   

  BIG DATA and DataScience technologies integration; 

 Development of digital network scientific space of the Caspian 

macroregion.   

Youth policy: 

 Increase of young scholars proportion;  

 Involvement of the young into research and practice-oriented team 

work;  

 Job creation in the field of science;  

 Academic mobility promotion; 
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 Patriotic education, involvement into work with the information on the 

region and the native country history and culture; 

 Formation of the required competencies, including intercultural ones. 

The main representatives of the consortium member organizations 

The project implementation entails involvement of the consortium members’ 

potential into the current issues. The consortium members are: FSBEI HE 

“Astrakhan State University” as the consortium head organization; FSBEI HE 

“Kalmyk State University named after B.B. Gorodovikov”; the Daghestan Federal 

Research Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences.  

The consortium is expected to expand and incorporate all the Caspian region 

active representatives interested in research and analysis on the current issues.   

For the purpose of establishing and coordinating cooperation with the 

stakeholders that is required for successful response to the challenges and threats 

to the Caspian macroregion integrated security it is planned to create an internal 

consortium (committee) that will be an advisory body on the Caspian macroregion 

security and will consist of the representatives from the Astrakhan region 

universities, governmental and municipal authorities, relevant ministries and 

agencies, ethno-confessional associations, religious organizations and other social 

organizations and associations concerned.    

 


